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CRASH'S LAW

FOR TWELVE MUSICIANS

PETER JAMES LEARN

"Crumbling is not an instant’s Act
A fundamental pause
Dilapidation’s processes

Are organized Decays

Tis first a Cobweb on the Soul
A Cuticle of Dust

A Borer in the Axis

An Elemental Rust-

Ruin is formal- Devil's work
Consecutive and slow-

Fail in an instant, no man did
Slipping- is Crash’s law."

- Emily Dickinson



CRASH'S LAW

INSTRUMENTATION
Trumpet 1 in B» (with mute)
Trumpet 2 in B» (with mute)

Saxophone (Alto and Baritone, 1 player)
(with cloth for muting)

Percussion 1
Vibraphone (4 medium mallets),
Triangle (preferably a large low-pitched one)

Percussion 2
Marimba (4 medium mallets, bass or cello bow)

Percussion 3
Glockenspiel (brass and plastic mallets), Tam tam,
Suspended Crash (stick and medium mallet)

Piano
(can be easily played by non-pianist)

Electric Guitar
(Amp, distortion, and delay effect pedals, or multi-processor (a POD, e.g.) and foot-board are
needed. Guitar will need to shape dynamics over course of single notes, so foot pedal or use of
knobs will be required)

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola 1
Viola 2

PERFORMANCE NOTES

- Depending on venue, the percussion might want to play a little louder than the given dynamics, fo
the practical purpose of providing an ensemble pulse.
- Members of the ensemble will be directed to speak and whisper dramatically. All vocalizations
should be loud enough to be clearly heard and understood over the instrumental texture. When a
robust, declamatory effect is directed, clear enunciation is required. If any ensemble member is
uncomfortable or timid in reading, their vocal part may be given to another.
- Guitarist is amplified, but ought not to overpower the ensemble. Even when distorted, guitarist
should carefully adjust volume to match that of the rest of the texture. Marked decrescendos should
be accomplished with the knob on the instrument or a foot pedal. Adjustably-paced delay effects are
directed (quarter-note, triplet, at various tempi).
- Piano part is quite simple and can be performed by a non-pianist, but does require plucking strings
inside the instrument.

SUGGESTED STAGE LAYOUT:

(V4 stick) | Piano

Tam




Dedicated to Miami's Ensemble IBIS

CRASH'S LAW PETER JAMES LEARN (b. 1982)
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